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“Without qualification, 
more than any other Chris- 
tian musician (before or 
since), Keith Green influ- 
enced my life toward 
God.” Twila Paris 


“Keith was uncompro- 
mising on his call to holiness, 
even when it made the rest of 
us uncomfortable...his music 
still affects us all.” 

Amy Grant 


“The truth he sings is 
timeless and just as relevant 
today as when it was re- 
corded.” Steve Green 


“His music has had a big 
influence on my life. May we 
all be challenged to be as 
radical for Jesus as Keith 
was.” Michael W. Smith 


PLUS: A SPECIAL BOOKLET BY MELODY GREEN 


Because of You * How Can They Live Without Jesus > Run To The End Of The 
Highway ¢ Your Love Broke Through * The Victor * Thank You Jesus * The Prodigal 
Son Suite + Stained Glass » Love With Me * You Put This Love In My Heart + There Is 
A Redeemer*No One Believes In Me AnymoresOn The Road To 
Jericho * You! « When 1 Hear The Praises Start + Asleep In The Light + He'll Take 
Care Of The Rest > Make My Life A Prayer To You + Easter Song * When There's 
Love + Pledge My Head To Heaven * My Eyes Are Dry + Song To My Parents + Trials 
Turned To Gold + Dust To Dust+I Can't Believe It+To Obey Is Better Than 
Sacrifice « Soften Your Heart ¢ | Don't Wanna Fall Away From You « I Can't Wait To 
Get To Heaven ¢ Dear John Letter To The Devil * Rushing Wind * Don't You Wish 
You Had The Answers « Altar Call (Live) * Walk and Talk (with Barry McGuire) « 
And three new previously unreleased songs: Here Am 1, Send Me « Go To The Hungry 
Ones « The Battle Is Already Won. 


2 Double Length Cassettes, sugg. price $17 
2 Compact Discs, sugg. price $24 (See page 31 to order. No albums will be available.) 
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— Are We Fighting | 


The Wrong Battles? 
_ By Floyd McClung 


Based on a foundation of 
love and commitment, we 


can build relationships that 
are strong enough to 


overlook our differences, 
and mature enough to focus 
on the one thing we all have 
in common. 


14 
Ministry Materials 


17 
Pro-Life Materials 


rue And False Unity : 


Are You Searching? 

If you want to know more about what it means to be a Christian, we have some information 
we’d like to send you. There is no charge or obligation and we won’t give your address to anyone 
else. Just write to Last Days Ministries and ask for the free packet, “Walking With Jesus.” 


: 9 
Calvary Commission _ 
- Setting The 
Prisoners Free 
By Joe Fauss 
Believing that if the Gospel 
will work at all, it will work 
in a prison cell, Calvary 
Commission takes the 
message of hope behind 
prison bars. 
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Pass The Salt — 
Seasoning An 
Unsavory World 

By Melody Green 

You are the salt of the earth 


— are you meeting the 
challenge of your purpose? 


Last Days Ministries is a non-profit Christian ministry supported by 


donations. All gifts are tax-deductible. 


The Last Days Magazine (U.S.P.S. #491-450, ISSN:0896-002X) is published quarterly in the winter, spring, summer and fall 
by Last Days Ministries, Rt. 2 Box 168, Lindale, TX. Second-class postage paid at Lindale, TX. Postmaster: send address 
changes to The Last Days Magazine, P.O. Box 40, Lindale, TX 75771-0040. 


Spring 1988 


Greetings From East Texas!! 


Spring has finally sprung! The wild 
flowers are blooming along the road as 
we wait expectantly to see all the Lord 
will bring to pass this year. We believe 
God wants His people to be more than 
survivors in 1988. He wants us to be 
victorious in Him! 

God has brought many new people 
to serve the Lord with us here at LDM 
and we are really blessed. We so appre- 
ciate your prayers for us, but don’t stop 
praying yet! There are still many areas 
of service within LDM that are lacking 
people. We especially need more help 
with: writing, editorial and research, 
graphic arts, printing, office services, 
food services, auto mechanics, and 
grounds maintenance. If you’re skilled 
in one of these areas, or have a heart to 
serve here in another area, pray about 
coming to an ICT soon. 

It’s been a year since the tornado 
hit LDM in March of 1987. To a large 
degree we’ve moved ahead with the 
things God’s called us to, but we’ve 
had one major hinderance. As you 
know, the tornado damaged our build- 
ings and some of our equipment. The 
good news is we were insured. The bad 
news is the insurance companies have 
not settled our claim yet. So we’ve had 
to pay for the repairs ourselves — with 
money intended for our daily operating 
expenses. We still have many repairs 
and improvements we can’t afford to 
make and no idea when the insurance 


will come through. Meanwhile, we’re 
in a bit of a crunch. We can give you 
more details at another time, but since 
we promised you we’d let our needs be 
known, we wanted to briefly share the 
situation. If the Lord puts it on your 
heart to send a gift to help us over the 
hump we will be very, very grateful. 
And as always, we ask for your prayers. 

We want to remind those of you 
living in America that this is an elec- 
tion year. Be sure you’re registered to 
vote in November and start now to find 
out about the candidates and the issues 
— at both the national and local level. 
We had a blast going to our precinct 
meeting on Super Tuesday and becom- 
ing delegates to our county convention. 
Part of being a good Christian is being 
a good citizen, so we’re learning about 
getting involved in the process! 

Some of you might be struggling 
through a rough time right now and we 
want to say don’t give up! We have a 
loving Father who is always faithful to 
His children. God is at His best when 
human answers seem impossible — so 
hang in there, answers will come. If 
there’s any way we can help you, or 
serve you better please let us know. 
We love you and appreciate your 
prayers and support. 


God Bless You! 
Your Brothers and Sisters at Last Days 


J ust a card to wish you a happy, 
blessed birthday. You’ve played a very 
special part in my “new” life. I was 
almost newborn when I started 
receiving your Magazine and I see that 
you were just babes too. We’ve grown 
together over the years and our Precious 
Lord grows sweeter and sweeter. He 
surely is faithful. I love you all and do 
hungrily await every word from my 
family in East Texas. I don’t think that 
we will ever meet physically here on 
earth, but oh what a reunion awaits us in 
glory! Thank you so much for your 
ministry and encouragement. Hope 
your birthday is filled with all kinds of 
lovely things to treasure in your heart. 

Brenda Miller 


GRUMBLING AND 
COMPLAINING 


| read “Grumbling and Complain- 
ing” and it really blessed me. I’m a 
Christian and incarcerated at a reform- 
atory for women. This is my first time 
making a commitment to serve and 
obey God and my first time being in 
prison. This is definitely an experience 
for me. 

Many times my heart is convicted 
by the Holy Spirit for complaining and 
grumbling. Prison isn’t the best place to 
be. But now I know what it’s like to be 
in the wilderness. There was a time 
when the complaints of the flesh, of 
jealousy and unbelief were my weak- 
nesses. Thank the Lord I saw sin for 
what it was and confessed it unto God. 
I took a relationship inventory and 
asked God’s forgiveness for grumbling 
and complaining. I believe my heart has 
been softened and God has forgiven me. 
Thank you, Jesus! 

Pamela, OH 


I just completed reading “Grum- 
bling & Complaining” in your Maga- 
zine and loved it. The complaint of 
unbelief hit home with me. For many 
years, I’ve said to people who’ve hurt 
me, “Sure I forgive you, it’s forgotten, 
no problem.” Yet deep inside I hadn’t 
forgotten or forgiven at all. Through 
this message and God’s love, I have. 
Thanks Last Days! If anyone out there 
has doubts about God, don’t. He really 
loves you. 

Kim Wise, AL 


(joa is showing us that the only way 
out of Egypt is through the wilderness. 
“Grumbling and Complaining” was a 
great help. 

We firmly believe with Paul that the 
“sufferings of this present time are not 
worthy to be compared with the glory 
that is to be revealed to us.” God has 
been faithful and good to us and we 
know He is perfecting our faith. We 
appreciate your ministry as it has beena 
source of encouragement and blessing 
to us. 

Sam & Mary Jo Cragen, IN 


WE WRESTLE NOT 


| oday I received your magazine and 
couldn’t wait to read it. As always it 
spoke to my heart. The article, “We 
Wrestle Not,’ woke me up to my 
slackness! 

Ilove your ministry and everyone at 
Last Days very much. The Lord has 
used you in so many ways to encourage 
me to get moving for Christ! 


Becky Buonomo, NY 


| 
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by Floyd McClung 


leaned forward, readjusting my 

position in the pew, and glanced 
around the room. The atmosphere was 
charged with excitement as we waited for 
the service to begin. There we were, 
representing 21 nationalities and about as 
far apart as you could be on the social, 
political and theological spectrum. There 
was a story to tell about each of us and 
how we came to be sitting shoulder to 
shoulder in a church in Kabul, Afghan- 


TRUE & FALSE 


Are We Fighting The Wrong Battles? 


ITY 


istan. Anyone not seeing the Bibles carried 
under denim-clad arms, poking out of the top 
of crocodile-skin handbags or army surplus 
knapsacks, would wonder what on earth we 
had in common. 

What a wonderful and unforgettable 
church that was. We learned to lay aside our 
differences and enjoy the refreshing atmos- 
phere of spiritual unity. This unity had taken 
time to grow. The task of accepting one 
another hadn’t been easy. At first, it produced 
some explosive moments as people tried to be 
selective about who they wanted to have sit 
next to them, or pray with, or invite out to a 
meal. It was hard work requiring openness, 


honesty, humility and determination. It was 
easy to dismiss as “different” someone we 
didn’t want to get to know. But slowly cold, 
hard attitudes thawed as we began to relate to 
who we were in Christ and not on the basis of 
our differences. We still had our opinions but 
they were no longer the basis by which we 
evaluated and judged one another. 


Only One Church 


Sadly, around the world today many 
Christians have become so entrenched in 
their own opinions that they have refused the 
unity found in the cross of Christ with all the 


healing and acceptance of one another 
that it brings. It’s not wrong to have 
differing opinions but it’s wrong to allow 
these opinions to divide and separate us. 
When confronted with those who hold 
different views from us—from_ the 
nuclear arms race to speaking in tongues 
or the doctrine of eternal security — we’re 
presented with a wonderful opportunity to 
check our motives. If our personal 
opinions hinder us from relating to a 
fellow Christian, then we’re forced to 
conclude that our opinions are more 
important to us than fellowship with 
another brother or sister in Christ. 


In the Western world, Christlike attitude towards others when they 
where too many churches do sin or when they are wrong, since we have 
have split over issues not placed our faith in Christ for the forgiveness 
essential to our salvation, of our own sins. 
we’d do well to ask 
ourselves how we would do 
in a country where the 


church is under persecu- Se. ale . f 
tion. How would we handle Biblical unity isn’t easy to achieve, but it 


our differences where the 1s possible. In John 17, Jesus prays for a unity 
option of splitting off and that will transcend denominationalism and, in 
forming a new denomi- Some cases, our very thick-walled “non- 
nation around our denominationalism!” Jesus prays, “Holy 
opinion did Father, protect them by the power of your 
name...so that they may be one as we are one.” 
Would He bother to pray for this if it wasn’t 
possible? Would He be so cruel as to give us 
the expectation that as His church, we can live 
in deep love, fellowship, and trust, only to 
disappoint and disillusion us? 

Questions of doctrine are important, but 
never so important that we refuse to have 
fellowship with Christians from another 
church —unless, of course, they blatantly 
deny one of the essentials of the Christian 
faith. Most Christians would agree with the 
saying, “In the essentials let there be unity, in 
the nonessentials let there be liberty, and in all 
things let there be charity.” 

Christian unity is built on the foundation 
: of fellowship with other forgiven sinners. 

There is only one church. Butfromour Nothing more is required for doctrinal unity 
behavior, you’d think we believe that than agreement on the essentials. The ques- 
when we get to heaven God will divide us _ tion that arises is — what are the essentials? 
into different sections so we can huddle 
together within our little group or denomi 
nation. Worse still, some behave as if their 
group will be the only one there. But when 
we do get to heaven we’ll all be one. So 
why not get a head start and begin getting 
to know Christians of other denomina- 
tions and groups now? 

Many people are waiting for those 
around them to become perfect. Others 
look for a perfect church. But expecting 
perfection in a fallen world sets us on a 
path of disappointment and heartache. 
Unity in a fallen world doesn’t imply the 
total absence of evil and sin, nor will it 
mean absolute doctrinal purity. What 
unity does mean is that we have a 


Unity Is Possible 


not exist? 


Defining The Essentials 


In 1 Corinthians 15:1-5, Paul lists those 
doctrinal issues he considers to be of first 
importance, or essential, to the Christian 
faith. They are 1) Christ died for our sins. 
2) He is the Christ of the Old Testament 
scriptures, which means He is the Son of God. 
3) He was raised on the third day and appeared 
to the disciples. 

There are many important doctrines Paul 
left out of his list, and some very important 
“anti-doctrines” or heresies that he didn’t 
mention either. His list is not complete by any 
means. But it’s enough for biblical unity. 


Counterfeit Unity 


To attempt to manufacture Christian 
love and unity is ultimately to destroy it. 
True unity comes as a result of Christ’s 
work on the cross and in our hearts. When 
we accept His love and forgiveness through 
the cross, we become brothers or sisters of 
all those who’ve done the same. But not 
everyone is willing to accept this kind of 
unity. Instead, they try to create it in human 
ways, by their own efforts. There are two 
ways in which Christians try to “create 
unity”. 


Legalism 


Unity must never be confused with 
uniformity. The latter occurs when teach- 
ings in God’s word that are relative to a 
particular culture or set of circumstances 
are applied to all men for all time. It also 
occurs when truth is applied in a harsh and 
unloving manner. The end-product is not 
righteousness but legalism. 

Legalism is putting trust in the letter of 
truth rather than in the principles 
underlying that truth. There are many 
forms of legalism, from rules about correct 
doctrine, church government and moral 
conduct to regulations about musical 
tastes, lifestyles and even food. Although 
it’s right to have personal convictions, it’s 
wrong to insist that agreement in these 
areas is the basis for fellowship and 
acceptance in love. This not only denies 
God’s grace as the only means of salvation 
but also creates our own rules for holiness 
and spirituality. We become like the 
Pharisees who were so concerned with their 
own interpretation of the law that they were 
blind to the Messiah, and hindered others 
from seeing Him too. 

Legalism causes us to become unloving 
and judgmental. Especially if we apply 
God’s moral laws to the weak areas in 
people’s lives in a harsh and unloving way. 
While it is not necessarily wrong to have 
rules that govern various areas of our lives, 
what often happens is that the more rules 
we have, the more freedom we feel we have 


to attack and break fellowship with those 
who do not keep or agree with them. 

Many sects and exclusive Christian 
groups attempt to find unity by establishing 
a list of rules and doctrines and demanding 
they be kept with unquestioning allegiance. 
This isn’t biblical unity, it’s uniformity. 
Real unity is not based on agreement of 
doctrine, or dressing and behaving in a 
certain fashion: In fact, Jesus left His 
disciples few rules to follow. What He 
desired was obedience from the heart. 
Obviously, He affirmed the moral aspects 
of the law, but it was the legalistic 
application of the law that seemed to make 
Him more angry than any other sin He 
confronted. 

Real unity is dependent on the work of 
the Spirit in our hearts. It’s a result of 
building our lives on the essentials of the 
faith mentioned before and having right 
attitudes toward others. There can only be 
spiritual unity of the kind described in John 
17 when there’s freedom for diversity. If 
we’ re not mature enough to disagree and yet 
still love one another without suspicion and 
mistrust, we don’t have sound doctrine. 
Sound doctrine always includes love from 
the heart toward our brothers and sisters in 
the Lord. The concept that sound doctrine 
relates to our character may be new to some, 
but a careful study of Paul’s letters to 
Timothy will help clarify this. Note 
especially 1 Timothy 1:8-11, 4:11-16, 6:3- 
10; and 2 Timothy 3:12-14. 


Liberalism 


The second way we try to create unity is 
by denying the absolutes of God’s word. If 
legalism is making the relative teachings of 
God’s word absolute, then liberalism is 
making the absolute truths of His word 
relative. The motivation for this is the fear 
that any doctrine or teaching that tends to be 
exclusive may offend or hinder those we 
want to include as a “brother”. 

There are, however, truths in God’s 
word that are universally and absolutely 
true for all men for all time. These include 
the deity of Christ, salvation through faith 
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in His death on the cross, and belief in the 
bodily resurrection of Christ. In their 
desire for the brotherhood of men, some 
deny the absoluteness of various 
teachings in the Bible. They may teach, 
for example, that all men are God’s 
children — be they Buddhists, Muslims, 
or secular agnostics. Directly or indi- 
rectly they deny that the only way to the 
Father is through Jesus Christ. But 
Scripture makes it abundantly clear that 
salvation and eternal life come only 
through faith in our Lord Jesus, and 
confession of our sins (John 14:6; 17:1-3; 
Acts 4:12). 

Some compromise the truths of 
Christianity in order to tolerate and 
accept all religions. But in doing this they 
become intolerant of anyone who 
preaches the cross as God’s provision for 
the salvation of all mankind. Others 
compromise certain aspects of the 
Bible’s moral teaching, such as the 
practice of sex only within marriage. This 
is sometimes done to be more “loving” 
towards young people or to those 
involved in homosexuality. But when we 
compromise God’s standards we’re ulti- 
mately being unloving. The way to truly 
love someone in these situations is to help 
them see —and break through — the sin 
that binds their personalities and distorts 
their relationships. Violation of the way 
God intended us to live does not bring 
freedom but bondage, and not to tell 
others of this is unloving. 

Through many years of working with 
young people I’ve met many who were 
ignorant of, or disobedient to, God’s laws 
regarding sexual purity. I remember con- 
fronting one young couple about why it 
was wrong to live together outside of 
marriage. We talked about trust, and 
God’s plan for secure, happy families — 
and how those things can only come with 
public commitment to an exclusive, life- 
long relationship. The bond between 
them gradually dissolved as they 
honestly faced the selfish and superficial 
nature of their commitment. Today they 
are both Christians, happily married to 


other people and actively serving the Lord. 
They often thank me for helping them face the 
sin in their lives. Hitting them over the head 
with the Bible wouldn’t have worked, but 
sharing openly with them why God asks us to 
be totally committed to another person in 
marriage did. With God’s help I achieved a 
balance of tenderness and directness that let 
them know I was deeply committed to them, 
while at the same time challenging them 
about an area of inconsistency in their lives. It 
is possible to uphold a biblical standard and be 
loving at the same time. 

God gave us the Ten Commandments for 
our good. To disobey them is to go against not 
just a set of moral laws but the very character 
of God. Although we can experience a high 
degree of love and acceptance for our fellow 
men, it’s not possible to share Christian unity 
unless they have acknowledged their sin and 
need of forgiveness by the Lord Jesus. 

Both legalism and liberalism destroy true 
unity and make it difficult to have real love for 
other believers. One adds to what Christ has 
done, while the other subtracts. If we’re to 
experience true spiritual unity, it must come 
through the Holy Spirit and not the flesh. 


Loving “Difficult” People 


When it comes right down to it, we need a 
good reason to love some people —a very 
good reason! Have you ever asked yourself, 
“Why bother?” Most of us are busy enough, 
without the extra burden of working through 
relationship problems. Often it seems easier 
to chalk things up to a natural personality 
conflict and just stay out of each other’s way. 
Some people are so strange that no one could 
get along with them. Right? 

Wrong! Deep in our hearts we know the 
right thing to do. We must face difficult rela- 
tionships and work them through. After all, if 
these “difficult” people are Christians, we’ll 
have to live with them when we get to heaven, 
so why not start now. 

To love people we don’t like is one of 
life’s great challenges. It takes extra moti- 
vation and help from outside ourselves. Pride 
always causes us to think we’re better than 
others. By its very nature pride is deceptive, 


but never so much so that we can’t gain a new 
understanding from God of our own sin- 
fulness and desperate need of Him. Only in 
this state can we find the resources to love 
another human being. 

The greatest motivation to love people we 
don’t like is God’s love for us. When we 
struggle in our response to another person, we 
must come back to the fact that we’re all for- 
given sinners. If we can’t forgive another for 
their sin against us, then perhaps we’ve lost 
sight of just how much we’ve been forgiven. 

Sin, and our need of forgiveness, is the 
great equalizer. Jesus doesn’t divide sinners 
into categories, the nice ones on this side and 
the nasty ones on the other. All of us stand 
together, sharing one common characteristic: 
sin. But it’s not our sin that makes it possible 
to love one another and enjoy unity, though a 
little dose of humility never hurts. It’s the 
cross that unites us. Through the Cross of 
Christ we are forgiven and accepted. And 
because we’re forgiven we can forgive and 
accept others. 


The Community Of God ~*~ 


I love the church! And God loves the 
church, too! It’s alive, dynamic, growing, and 
powerful. The church is God’s work, in all its 
forms and ministries. While church struc- 
tures change according to culture, men’s 
gifts, and what God is doing in a particular na- 
tion or group — the fact that redeemed people 
make up the community of God never does. 

God isn’t a God of methods and formulas, 
restricted to certain ways of working. What 
works in one place may not work in another. 
The Holy Spirit is like a wind that cannot be 
contained in any man’s box, and the church is 
so dynamic that it cannot be controlled by the 
theology of any one group. 

We must renounce all attitudes of inde- 
pendence, jealousy and especially, pride. It’s 
pride that suggests that our group or church 
doesn’t need the rest of the body of Christ. It’s 
pride that says we’re the forerunners of the 
Kingdom of God in and of ourselves and that 
we alone are at the center of what He’s doing. 
God is at work through many different 
groups, and churches, and church structures. 


Any attitude that doesn’t 
promote unity — no matter 
how wrong we feel others 
are — is sin. Let's lay aside 
our sectarianism, fear, and 
pride. We belong to one 
another and need to start 
acting that way. We must 
reach out in a spirit of love 
and trust, desiring to serve 
and cooperate with 

one another. 
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A Story of Triumph 


I want to share a true story that 
illustrates a point. Just after World War II 
in Czechoslovakia in 1947, a church just 
outside Prague experienced a terrible 
schism. Five elders fought it out, but none 
of them won. Consequently the flock scat- 
tered in several directions. Realizing the 
devastating effect of their behavior, the 
elders became ashamed of their actions, 
but were too proud to reach out to one 
another. After some time, one of the elders 
took the initiative, went to the others, and 
admitted his wrong. A spirit of contrition 
moved through the various factions in the 
church, and eventually unity and fellow- 
ship were restored. 

Several weeks later, these five elders 
were arrested. The communist authorities 
decided to make them a public example of 
the consequences of being too vocal about 
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MINISTRY MATERIALS 


TIME FOR SOME 
Spring Cleaning! 


Y OU NEVER 


KNOW WHAT 
YOU’LL FIND! 


Literature 


Spring always 
brings new growth, 
and new oppor- 
tunities to make a 
clean sweep and get 
your “house” in 
order. You can start 
by airing out the 
closets of your heart. 
Our tracts contain 
penetrating 
messages that will 
shed light on some 
of those dark and 
dusty corners within. 
So grab a mop, 

a pail — anda 
handful of tracts! 
You’ll be all set for 
spring cleaning. 
To order, use the 
coupon on the 
inserted envelope. 


We don’t want anyone to be unable to get our materials 
because of a lack of finances. So we’ ve made them all available for 
whatever you can afford — even if it's nothing! Please read our 
8uidelines on the inserted envelope before ordering. 


TITLE & AUTHOR 


Audio/Video Programs 


Don’t put off those 
unpleasant chores any 


longer! If your life isn’t 
as neat and tidy as it 
should be, clean 

it up with a little 
help from our 
teachings on audio 
and video cassette. 


We offer a wide variety of 


dynamic messages dealing 
with the challenges facing 
Christians today. We’ll help 
you fight the grime in your 
life. Get a teaching today, 
and start right away! To 
order, use the coupon on the 


Audio Audio 


Ref# 


inserted envelope. 


Suggested Purchase Prices 


Video Ref Video 
Price VHS# BETA# Price 


“The Keith Green Memorial Concert” (J hr. 20 min. ) 
“What’s Wrong With The Gospel? Section 2~The Added 
Parts” by Keith Green (2 audio tapes, 2 hrs. 10 min. ) 
“Mounting Up With Eagles’ Wings” by Leonard 
Ravenhill (J hr. 10 min.) 
“What Is Your Life?” by Leonard Ravenhill (1 hr. 20 min.) 
“Spiritual Warfare” by Dean Sherman (4 video tapes, 
8 audio tapes; 8 hrs.) 
“Holy Ground” by David Wilkerson (45 min.) 


Not Available 6100 6100B $ 35.00 


3003 


3015 
3032 


3043 
3031 


$ 7.50 6003 6003B $ 35.00 


$ 4.50 Not Available 
$ 4.50 6032 6032B $ 35.00 


$30.00 6043 6043B $120.00 
$ 4.50 6031 6031B $ 35.00 


These are just some of the teachings available on audio and video tape. 
For a complete listing, write and ask for “Reply T.” 
Attention Foreign Countries: Videos only available on the NTSC color signal standard. 


ILL YOUR HOME WITH THE PEACE OF GOD 


Music 


Once your house is 
cleaned up, let God 
fill it with the fresh 
wind of His presence. 
Invite Him in with 
the powerful music 
ministries of 
Keith Green and 
Bob Ayala. God 
continually uses the 
annointed messages 
in their songs to bring 
repentance, healing, 
and a deeper aware- 
ness of His love. 
So order now and 
let the refreshing 


breeze of the Holy 
Spirit blow through 
your heart. Use the 
coupon on the 
inserted envelope. 


Suggested Prices 
KEITH GREEN - THE MINISTRY YEARS 2 Compact Discs: _Ref.# 2010 $24.00 
VOLUME I 1977 - 1979 
2 Double-length Cassettes: Ref.# 2011 $17.00 
Cassettes Songbooks 
$8.00 $5.00 
Ref.# Ref.# 
RESCUED by Bob Ayala None 
SO YOU WANNA GO BACK TO EGYPT by Keith Green 8080 
SONGS FOR THE SHEPHERD by Keith Green 8076 
THE PRODIGAL SON by Keith Green 8077 
JESUS COMMANDS US TO GO by Keith Green 8078 
FOR HIM WHO HAS EARS TO HEAR by Keith Green None 
NO COMPROMISE by Keith Green 8079 


THE KEITH GREEN COLLECTION None 
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Important Guidelines 
For Ordering Materials 


Although we list our suggested prices, all of our materials 
are available to you for whatever you can afford. Those who 
are able to meet or exceed these pricing guidelines are helping 
us provide these materials to those who could not otherwise get 
them. 

If you are unable to pay our suggested prices, your house- 
hold or group may order a total of $12.00 worth of our materials 
per month for whatever you can afford (and we’ll cover the 
postage). If the suggested price of one item is over $12.00, you 
may order that item only. 


Your order may arrive in several separate packages. 
Please allow 6-8 weeks for delivery in the U.S. If you haven’t 
received it after 8 weeks, please write and let us know, and 
we’ll take care of it. 


Foreign orders can only be sent surface rate for whatever 
you can afford. If you’d like your order to go air, please include 
the total cost of your order plus air rate postage, and be sure to 
mention that you want your order sent air rate. Thanks! 


Canada & Mexico Other Countries 
Tracts 


Video Tapes 


Other 
Materials 


For Faster Service! 
If you want to get your materials right away, you can order 
by phone and have them sent out immediately! 
Phone Guidelines: 
You may order anything we offer, but on tracts you must 
order no less than 100 per title. 
All orders need to meet our suggested prices, plus 
shipping costs. 
Orders can be paid by VISA or MasterCard. 
Please no C.O.D.’s. 
You may select third class, U.P.S. shipping, two-day service 
or overnight express. 


Our hours are 9 a.m. to 12 noon and 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. 
Central Time, Monday through Friday. 
Call (214)963-8678. 
Please, this number is for call-in orders only. 
It is not for bookstore orders or for counseling. 


GENERAL ORDER FORM 


This coupon must be filled out by the person whom the items are for. 


PLEASE SEND TO: 

NAME 

ADDRESS 

CITY _ STATE ZIP 
OLD ZIP (if you've moved) 


Before ordering, please see guidelines on envelope. 


For more ministry materials see pages 14-17. 


Please send me free: 


Oa subscription to The Last Days Magazine (six issues) 


0 A packet of some of your most-ordered tracts 
(1 A description of all your tracts 


CO A description of all your audio and video teachings 
0 Information on Last Days Magazine Bulk Distribution 


C A Missions Opportunities list 
1 A Pro-Life Materials Brochure 


QTY 
LD#951 One each of our tracts in 
English, including pro-life. ($5.00 sugg.) 


#8020 WW “The Last Days Collection” 


(224 pg. Book, $7.00 sugg.) 
Twenty-nine of our earliest articles 
illustrated with full-color artwork. 


CHRISTIAN GROWTH 
TY 

LD#07 : “Gossip” 
LD#09 “Do You Feel Like Giving Up?” 
LD#12 “Forgiveness—Forgive Or Forget It!” 
LD#15 “Will You Be Bored In Heaven?” 
LD#17 “Uncovering The Truth About Modesty” 
LD#40 “Keith Green: The Man Behind 

The Message” 

(formerly “For Prophets Only!”) 
LD#45 “A Christless Pentecost!” 
LD#46 “The Father Heart Of God” 
LD#52 “Unsung Heroes” 
LD#54 “The Truth About Faith” 
LD#55 “The Error of Balaam” 
LD#60 “Who Will You Deny?” 
LD#67 “...But I Can’t Forgive Myself!” 
LD#71 “Some Days Are Like That...” 

(Understanding God’s Discipline) 
LD#73 “The Theater Of Your Mind— 

What’s Showing?” 
LD#74 “The Dangers of Drifting From God” 
LD#75 “The Person God Uses” 
LD#78 “Jealousy—Our Hidden Sin” 
LD#79 “Working Hard? Or Hardly Working?” 
LD#81 “Making The Most Of Your Devotions” 
LD#88 “Binding Up The Brokenhearted” 
LD#90 “Grumbling & Complaining” 


SUGGESTED PRICES: 
All Tract ....ccccccsssessseeese OF CB. 

5,000 or more ............ 5¢ ea. 
Booklet on Incest ...... 15¢ ea. 


TITLES BY CHARLES FINNEY 
LD#01 “Breaking Up The Fallow Ground” 
LD#16 “The Backslider In Heart” 
LD#21 “How To Witness...For The 

Right Side!” 

LD#27 “God Comes To New York” 
LD#32 “How To Overcome Sin” 
LD#36 “Devotions’ Or Devotion?” 
LD#41 “How To Preach Without Results” 
LD#47 “True And False Conversion” 
LD#76 “Dishonesty In Little Things” 


TITLES BY LEONARD RAVENHILL 


LD#14____ “Zeal—Love Ablaze!” 
LD#19 “Where Are The Elijahs Of God?” 
LD#28 “Be Ye Angry...And Sin Not” 
LD#39 “Prayer” 
LD#48 “Your Day In Court” 
(The Judgment Of Sinners) 
LD#51 “The Judgment Seat Of Christ” 
(The Judgment Of Believers) 
LD#65 “The Taming Of the Tongue” 
LD#91 —_____ “We Wrestle Not” 


EVANGELISM AND THE GOSPEL 


LD#20 “Who Cares?” 

LD#22 “What's Wrong’ With The Gospel?”— 
Section 1 

LD#23 ____ “What’s Wrong With The Gospel?”— 
Section 2 

LD#26 “Aggressive Christianity” 

LD#42 “How To Find God” 

LD#43 “Why YOU Should Go To The 
Mission Field” 

LD#68 “Do Talk To Strangers” 

LD#92 “Pass The Salt” 


are RELATIONSHIPS 
LD#06 ______ “In Search Of Mr. Right” 
LD#25 “Being A Christian At Home” 

LD#33 ______ “Love vs. Romance...Fact Or Fantasy?” 
LD#34 “Everything You Should Know Before 
You Get A Divorce” 

LD#38 “Openness And Honesty — Letting 
Yourself Be Known” 

LD#44 “Why You Shouldn’t Marry Or Date 
An Unbeliever” 

BL#70 “Incest: The Family Secret” 
(Booklet, 15¢ ea.) 

LD#77 “Training Your Children For Christ” 
LD#84 “Singles & Sex: Logical Loving Limits” 
PRO-LIFE 
AB#03 “Children—Things We Throw Away?” 

AB#24 “The Questions Most People Ask 
About Abortion” 

AB#61 “Abortion: Attitudes For Action” 

AB#62 “Abortion: Avenues For Action” 

AB#63 “Abortion Clinics: An Inside Look” 

AB#H64 “The Crime Of Being Alive: Abortion, 
Euthanasia, And Infanticide” 

AB#82 “Raped And Pregnant-Three Women 
Tell Their Stories” 

AB#HB84 “Singles & Sex: Logical Loving Limits” 

AB#86 “Teen Pregnancy: The False Hope Of 
Family Planning” 

AB#87 “I Changed My Stand” 


“Unity Series” by Floyd McClung 
Building and Maintaining Caring, Loving, Relationships. 


Six audio tape teachings in a case. 
$22.50 sugg. Ref. #3052 


CHRISTIAN ISSUES 
LD#02 “Music Or Missions?” 
LD#08 “Total Commitment” 
(Communism vs. Christianity) 
LD#10 “Christmas Mourning” 
LD#37 “Can God Use Rock Music?” 
LD#58 “T'm Gay...OK?” 
LD#93 “True And False Unity” 


TITLES BY WINKEY PRATNEY 


LD#05 “Holy Bible—Wholly True” 

LD#29 “Creation Or Evolution?’—Part | 

LD#30 “Creation Or Evolution?”—Part 2 

LD#31 “Creation Or Evolution?”—Part 3 

LD#50 “Knowing God’s Will” 

LD#57 “Hurt And Bitterness” 

LD#89 “Free As A Slave—Yielding Our Rights” 

TESTIMONIES 

LD#56 “The Christian Drummer Boy” 

LD#59 “The Man In The Mirror” (One man’s 
victory over homosexuality) 

LD#66 “Does This Railroad Lead To Heaven?” 

LD#69 “The Great Rock Of Islam” 
TITLES IN SPANISH 

AB#S03—____ “‘Nifios ... Objetos Que Desechamos?” 
(AB#03) 

LD#S12 “Perd6n jPerdonar Y Olvidar!” 
(LD#12) 

LD#S42 “Como Encontrar A Dios” (LD#42) 

LD#S46______ “El Coraz6n Paternal de Dios” (LD#46) 


Please use the spaces below when ordering audio & video tapes, music and pro-life materials. 
Please include total quantity of tracts ordered in designated line below. 
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Gifts are tax-deductible 
Make checks payable to: 
Last Days Ministries 
Box 40 
Lindale, TX 75771-0040 


TOTAL SUGGESTED PRICE 


TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED 


Total 
Price 


- 


POSTAGE & HANDLING 
In the U.S. add 10%, for other 
countries see chart on envelope 


GRAND TOTAL 


MATERIALS 


The lives of the unborn have infinite value because God created each one of us in His own 
image. Last Days has many pro-life materials that lift up the name of Jesus as the Author of 
Life and point the way to restoring justice in our land. To order any of these materials, use the 
coupon on the inserted envelope. 

For a complete listing of all our pro-life materials, including T-shirts, full-color posters, 
newspaper ads, and more, get our Pro-Life Materials Brochure. 


“FIGHT THE FIGHT” ALBUM ye 
<<FIGH]'« THE * FIGHT 


RESCUE THE UNBORN 


Over 100 Christian artists join forces on this 
long-playing, pro-life action song. In addition to 
Fight the Fight, the album contains four other 
moving songs by top artists. 

record: Ref. #1090; cassette: Ref.#1091; sugg. $5 


“FIGHT THE FIGHT” VIDEO 


The actual recording sessions and interviews 
with the artists are woven together in this power- 
ful 30-minute presentation of Fight The Fight. 

VHS Ref. #6050; BETA II Ref. #6050B;sugg. $15 


“BABY CHOICE” with Melody Green 


A very sensitive and powerful presentation of “Baby Choice” 
and five other babies that died from abortion. Many people never 
think of abortion from the victim's point of view — “Baby Choice” 
will never let you forget. 10 minutes 

VHS: Ref. #6049; BETA II Ref. #6049B; sugg. $18 


“EXTRAORDINARY STEPS” ; 
The Challenge of Walk America For Life ye : 
Follow the amazing 3,000-mile walk of d A 
Pastor Norman Stone as he challenges America VA ve 
to stand up and speak out against the tragedy of Saree 
abortion. 28 minutes SCOR 


VHS: Ref. #6048; BETA II: Ref. #6048B; 
sugg. $35 
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WASHINGTON 
FOR JESUS ’88 


APRIL 28" ana 29" 


On The Mall In Washington D.C. 


By Melody Green 


“Only when we have knelt before 
God, can we stand before men.” 


Eight years ago on April 29th, 1980 
more than 700,000 Christians gathered on 
The Mall in Washington D.C. to repent of 
their sins, worship the Lord, and pray for 
America. That single gathering filled with 
fervent united prayer dramatically impacted 
the history of our country and the world. 

Once again, God has spoken to key 
spiritual leaders across the nation and we 
have a fresh mandate to return to D.C. 
Believers from every denomination, race, 
and culture are being called to our Capital 
to lift up the name of Jesus Christ and spend 
a day in repentance, prayer, and worship. 
God Himself is calling this solemn 
assembly and we must take it seriously and 
ask Him to help us get there. This is not a 
day to stay at home and pray. 

WFJ °88 is history in the making. 
Approximately one million Christians will 
attend, making it the largest prayer meeting 
ever in America! As part of the Executive 
Planning Committee I’ve seen leaders from 
every segment of the Body joining their 
hearts for this event: Bill Bright, Demos 
Shakarian, Loren Cunningham, Jimmy 
Draper, Adrian Rogers, Raymond Carl- 
son, Ben Kinchlow, Paul Crouch, E.V. 
Hill, Dee Jepsen, Gerald Derstine and 
John Meares to name a few. 

Along with the above, many others will 
be ministering through the two days which 
will be filled with preaching, praise and 
worship, and corporate prayer. Some of 
them are: John and Anne Gimenez, Larry 
Lea, Sheila Walsh, Steve Green, Terry 
Talbot, Bob and Rose Weiner, Mylon 
LeFevre, Winkie Pratney, Phil Driscoll, 
Dallas Holm, Rosey Grier, Twila Paris, 
Pat Boone, Dennis Peacocke, Larnelle 
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Harris, Carlton Pierson, Scott Wesley 
Brown, Joy Dawson, Jessy Dixon, Larry 
Tomczak, Bebe and Cece Winans, Phil 
Keaggy, Meadow Lark Lemon, Lamb, 
and Rich Wilkerson. 

As God’s people we must follow their 
lead and join our hearts together. Jesus said 
a house divided will not stand so the reverse 
must also be true. A house united in His 
name cannot be conquered! This is a his- 
toric opportunity to stand united in the gap, 
asking our mighty God to do mighty things. 


THE VISION 


The Lord gave the WFJ ’88 
vision to Rev. John Gimenez, who 
=| also had the vision for WFJ ’80. 
John and his wife Anne are dear friends of 
mine who serve God with intense zeal and 
passion. As Chairman of WFJ ’88, John 
speaks about the purposes: “We are gather- 
ing in a spirit of prayer and unity according 
to 2 Chronicles 7:14. We are going to 
Washington D.C. to say, ‘God blow upon us 
your cleansing, your healing, your reconcili- 
ation, your power...’” God put five steps in 
John’s heart for this solemn assembly to be 
all God intends: 

REVELATION of our national and per- 
sonal sins as well as the renewed revelation 
within the Body of the need for prayer. 

REPENTANCE from our sins — as indi- 
viduals, collectively as the Body, and for the 
sins of America and the nations of the 
world. 

RECONCILIATION individual to indi- 
vidual, pastor to pastor, denomination to 
denomination — cutting across ethnic, racial 
and national barriers, and across personal 
grievances and theological differences. 


RESTORATION of all who name the 
name of Jesus. Our recognition of one 
another as individuals, as members of one 
Body, and as who we ourselves are in the 
Lord, will open the door for restoration at 
home and abroad. 

REVIVAL will come to America and the 
world once these key steps are taken 
throughout the Body of Christ. 

John Gimenez recently wrote, “WFJ 
’88 is God’s gathering, not mine. The 
responsibility and the blessing belong to the 
entire Body. I’m convinced God is no 
longer blessing the one man show, but 
desires a Body to minister in His name. This 
revelation burns in my heart and I want it 
reflected in WFJ ’88. The whole church, 
locally and corporately, needs to reflect 
this, or pay the consequences.” 


BE THERE! 


As hundreds of thousands of 
; believers gather we’re expecting 
a supernatural move of the Holy 
Spirit and a revival of unparalleled Pro- 
portions. This is not just “another event.” 

America is at a critical crossroads and only 
a touch from God will tip the scales towards 
righteousness. If you want to be part of 
God’s strategy for the future you need to be 
there. WFJ ’88 is the event of the decade. 
If you miss it you may miss the most 
powerful move of Gon in sae pencration: 


SCHEDULE AND FAC TS 


Using the largest sound system in 
American history (with speakers throughout 
the crowd) and nine large Diamond Vision 
video screens, you’ll be able to see and hear 
from anywhere on The Mall. 


gw WFJ ’88 ALL NIGHT YOUTH PRAYER 
RALLY — On The Mall from 7:30 p.m. 
Thursday April 28th to 6:00 a.m. Friday April 
29th. A time for the young — and the young at 
heart! — to take part in the prayer and 
repentance God is calling us to. God is in the 
process of passing the torch from one 
generation to another and this night is a big 
part of it. You may bring sleeping bags etc. to 
The Mall, but no tents are allowed. 

a WFJ ’88 A DAY OF PRAYER AND 
FASTING — On The Mall from 6:00 a.m. 
Friday until 6:00 p.m. The most dynamic 
Christian leaders of our time will be minister- 
ing throughout the day. For those unable to 
fast, there will be food stands. 


In Jesus’ day there were probably many 
who later heard the Sermon on the Mount 
second hand from those who were actually 
in His presence when He spoke. Guaran- 
teed, it wasn’t the same. When I purposely 
go where I know God will be, I give Him 
the greatest access to my heart and my life. 
We’re quickly approaching the 21st Century 
and it’s those with an anointed vision from 
God who will go forth in power and victory. 
At WFJ ’88 there will be a great outpouring 
of God’s Spirit — and those present will 
catch the first wave! 

If you’re serious about seeing changes 
in yourself, America, and the world, make 
every effort to attend. International Dele- 
gates from over 150 countries are traveling 
thousands of miles to stand with us — over 
40 are coming from India alone! It will 
break God’s heart if we who live in America 
make any less of an effort to be there. 

If WFJ °88 is the only event you can 
attend for the rest of the 80’s it will be 
worth your time and effort. This is Goa’s 
event so I know He’ll show up. The ques- 
tion is, will you be there to meet Him? Join 
us at WFJ ’88 and be a part of impacting our 
nation and the world for God. I’ll minister 
sometime between 10 p.m. and 12:30 a.m. 
at the All Night Prayer Rally and again 
sometime on the Day of Prayer and Fasting. 
Let’s stand together and see God glorified. 


@ SOME FACTS: Arrive early! It’s a working 
day in D.C. Amtrak trains and some airlines are 
giving discounts. If you’re driving a bus you 
must phone and register for parking. For 
passenger cars, park outside D.C. and ride 
public transportation in. The Metro will run all 
night. Allow extra time for crowds and the 
unexpected. Bring sunscreen, blankets and a 
least one can of food per person to be 
collected for the needy in D.C. We want to 
bless the city as we leave! 


@ SEND A GIFT: WFJ ’88 is for the whole 
Body so we must help carry the load. Over 
$430,000 is needed before the equipment can 
be unloaded on The Mall. Anything left above 
expenses goes to ministry in D.C. Please send a 
generous gift immediately to the address 
below. Send in the registration card in this 
magazine or contact WFJ ’88. 
@ FOR DETAILS AND REGISTRATION: 
WFJ ’88, P.O. Box 64471, Virginia Beach, 
VA 23464-0471 1-800-777-1988 (Toll free) 
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Joe Fauss is Interna- 
tional Director of Cal- 
vary Commission, and a 
wonderful man of God 
who is pioneering a 
dynamic work in prisons 


The same year John 


Howard died, some 
Philadelphia Quakers 
brimming with zeal to 
make the New World the 
“Promised Land” set out 


and with the poor. Joe to see the power of God 
also serves on our Board change the lives of 
of Directors at LDM. As prisoners. They experi- 


you read, please open 
your heart to God's 
leading. Prisons are a 


harvest. 
— Melody 


de one out of every 500 Americans is 
in prison and the numbers keep growing. Only 
the Soviet Union and South Africa have a 
higher percentage of their citizens locked up! 
Ministry inside of prisons is nothing new. 
However, over the years the approach has 
changed. In England in the 1700’s, John 
Howard was touched by the Wesleyan 
Revival. He gave his life and fortune to prison 
reform, traveling 50,000 miles and spending 
30,000 pounds of his own money to make 
conditions better. Through his efforts, jailers 
were paid salaries and given food budgets. 
Before this, they extorted money from the 
prisoners to keep the jails going. John 
Howard died in 1790 from “jail fever” which 
he caught by inspecting a filthy prison. 
However, his vision lived on. 
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Calvary Commission _ Commission 
mission field ripe for S€tting The Prisoners Free 


by Joe Fauss 


mented in a renovated 
downtown jail, empha- 
sizing correction rather 
than punishment, want- 
ing to transform the 
inmates into industrious 
citizens. The philosophy 
was to place an inmate by himself to think 
about his crimes and come to a repentant or 
penitent mind. Prisons began to be called 
penitentiaries, then reformatories, correctional 
centers, and finally rehabilitation facilities. 
The original strategy for rehabilitation was to 
be accomplished by religious conversion. 
Later, sad to say, the focus shifted as hope was 
placed in psychology for the answers. 
Meanwhile the prison population grew. In 
1840 the total U.S. prison population was 
4,000 and by 1940 it swelled to 174,000 
accompanied by increasingly cruel treatment 
of the prisoners. In 1970 there were 196,000 
inmates and by 1983 this number more than 
doubled to 420,000. Then during the first six 
months of 1987 the total rose to a startling 
595,819. At this rate the number will double 


again by 1988. Those within the prison 
system are part of what’s called “The Inmate 
Nation.” They may be our nation’s largest 
“hidden people group” desperately in need of 
the Gospel. 


Reaching The Inmate Nation 


Calvary Commission has been preaching 
in prisons for 10 years, so we’ ve had achance 
to test our beliefs. Could the Gospel produce 
more than a “jail house” conversion? And 
beyond that, could God use ex-criminals as 
preachers and teachers for His Kingdom? 
Most inmates don’t want to return to prison, 
yet over 30% are back behind bars within 
three years. This is a heartbreaking statistic 
but we believe the Gospel has the power to 
change it. In 1974, I visited a young man in 
Coffield Prison and it 
changed my life. As I 
saw the inmates I was 
overwhelmed with 
compassion. That day I 
made a decision to 
commit my life to 
seeing a breakthrough 
in prisoners lives by 
leading them to Jesus, 
giving them solid 
Christian training, and 
helping them when they 
were released. Three years later, several 
inmates were paroled to me all at once. They 
were ready to change the world for Jesus. We 
believed that if the Gospel would work at all, 
it would work in a prison cell. And if it worked 
there, it would work around the world. So with 
a small team of these young men, Calvary 
Commission was launched in 1977. Included 
in this team was a young man named Leo 
Miller. 

Leo had been convicted of armed robbery 
at 18 and givena 10 year sentence. He came to 
the Lord after serving six months. He 
remembers, “I saw that my life was empty and 
that I needed more than drugs and living a 
selfish life. A young man came to my cell 
block and told me about Jesus Christ —that He 
loved me and was willing to forgive my sins 
and give me anew life.” Jesus was faithful as 
Leo committed his life to God. He now has a 
wife and four children and after serving 10 
years with Calvary Commission is an 
ordained minister pioneering an Assembly of 
God church in Texas. 


The High Cost Of Crime 


In 1986, it cost the U.S. over $15,000 a 
year for each person in prison — plus $13.9 
BILLION more for yearly expenses. And the 
cost of just one maximum security cell in a 
new prison is $70,000! In comparison, the 
average yearly cost per student at a state 
university is only $4,600. Just think of the 
funds that could be released to educate, feed, 
and clothe those in need, if true reformation 
took place behind prison walls! 

In addition, cash and property losses of 
the victims of crime are estimated at $10.9 
BILLION a year. And it’s impossible to even 
estimate the pain, sorrow, and damage to the 
victims and their families. There is ahigh cost 
to crime —a cost most Christians seem willing 


to pay. 
Life In Prison 


No matter how 
modern a prison is, it’s 
still prison if you can’t 
go home at night. In- 
mates not in lockup are 
considered to be in 
“population” and can go 
to work, school, chapel, 
or other prison activities 
with proper passes. I’ve 
ministered at Coffield 
Prison for 13 years and I’m responsible for 
ministry to 1,000 prisoners in lockup. They 
can’t go to chapel so we’re the only Christian 
ministers they see. As we go cell to cell each 
week we’re seeing these men reach out to God. 
God is not bound by prison walls and He’s 
moving in prisons all across the country. At 
Ellis 1 Prison, a Maximum Security Unit, they 
recently had a seven day revival. The Chaplain 
received permission for a special prayer 
meeting and the men were locked into the 
chapel from 10:00 p.m. to 6:00 a.m. the next 
morning. When I arrived to preach, the power 
of God was already so strong it was evident 
that a revival was in progress. Many names 
were written in the Lamb’s Book of Life that 
week! 


One Man’s Story 


Here is a miraculous testimony from a 
young man I love very much: 

“My name is Edward Mauricio. At age 22 
I was in prison serving a life sentence. My 
parents separated when I was six and my 


21 


mother was left with five 
children. I shined shoes and 
sold pop bottles to make money 
for my family. Soon I started 
running with other street kids, 
stealing toys from the stores as 
well as sniffing lighter fluid, 
glue, and gasoline. At 10 I was 
sent to the county boys school 
for vandalism and at 12 I was 
drinking, taking barbiturates, 
and smoking marijuana. By age 
16, I was shooting heroin and 
stealing with seasoned drug 
addicts. I joined a gang and 
carried two pistols since we had 
violent fights with rival gangs. 
As time passed, my brother Fred 
and I became responsible for 
paying the bills at home. Fred 
was a heroin addict and had 
been to prison twice. When the 
bills fell behind, I got my bud- 
dies and drove to a service 
station. A friend and I walked in, 
flashed our guns, and demand- 
ed their money. I’ d been drink- 
ing heavily and taking drugs 
and when one of the attendants 
started towards me,I shot him. 
Several days later I was facing 
two capital offenses. Murder 
with malice and robbery by 
assault with firearms. I was 
given a life sentence.” 


Murderer to Missionary 


Sadly, Edward’s story is not unusual. But 
I’ve seen God turn criminals into Christians, 
prisoners into preachers, and murderers into 
missionaries! Many prisoners have laid aside 
their guns and become dynamic Christian 
workers, willing to go back into the ghettos 
and prisons to offer help and hope. Ephesians 
4:28 says, “Let him who steals steal no 
longer; but rather let him labor, performing 
with his own hands what is good, in order that 
he may have something to share with him who 
has need.” 

Here’s the rest of Edward’s story. In 1978 
a guest speaker reached him with the Gospel. 
Back in his cell, he repented and cried out to 
God, committing his life to serve God. Other 
inmates told him about Calvary Commission 
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At the 1987 Christmas 
Outreach, praying for 
the sick and sorting | 
and passing out toys 
and clothes were part 
of each day in Mexico. 


and he contacted us. The first time I saw 
Edward was in a prison church service. His 
head was bowed and he was weeping before 
the Lord. He told me God had called him into 
ministry and that he felt directed to Calvary 
Commission. Four and a half years later, Isaw 
him released from prison and enrolled in our 
Basic Commissioners Training. Today he’s 
married and has a little girl. He’s a missionary 
with Calvary Commission and involved in 
pastoring our church in Reynosa, Mexico. God 
has definitely put Edward’s life back together. 
(Edward’s brother Fred is now a pastor as 


well!) 
You Can Help! 


The work of Calvary Commission is 
multifaceted. Today we have bases and 
outreach teams in the U.S., Mexico, and 
Belize. We not only reach into the prisons, but 
to the lost and hurting whenever our paths 
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cross. Our Missions Center on the 
border of Mexico (in Hidalgo, Texas) 
continually ministers to the poor with 
food, clothing, medical care, and 
regular presentations of the Gospel. 
And the Josiah and Bethany 
Children’s Home in Reynosa, Mexico 
(now being built) will house 75-100 
abandoned or orphaned children. You 
can join us in sharing the love of Jesus 
by coming on one of our special out- 
reaches, or you can make a difference 
in the jails and prisons within your 
own city. 

A big part of our heart obviously 
belongs to those behind prison walls. 
We can’t go to every prison, but you 
can help. Many prisoners are looking 
for a new way of life but need someone 
to point the way. “How shall they hear 
without a preacher?” We have a Hope 
Seminar Video available especially 
for prison ministry. It can be taken to 
prisons anywhere in the English- 
speaking world and it’s being shown 
to inmates by Christians just like you! 

The early Quakers wanted to 
empty the prisons by restoring their 
fellow man to a right relationship with 
God. We must have God’s heart on 
this. God is not willing for any to 
perish. We must take a message of 
hope and help to those in prison. In 
completing the Great Commission we 
must reach the “Inmate Nation.” Jesus 
tenderly referred to those in prison as 
“the least of these.” 

“I was...in prison and you did not 
visit Me. Truly I say unto you, to the 
extent that you did not do it to one of 
the least of these you did not do it unto 
Me.” We need your prayers, help, and 
assistance...and so do “the least of 
these.” Please pray and ask God what 


your part should be. 


If you’re in prison please write! 


We'd love to tell you more about 
the Lord, or if you’re already a Chris- 
tian in need of encouragement or 
feeling called to the work of the Lord, 
please know you have brothers and 
sisters at Calvary Commission who 
care. Write soon! 


Ministry Opportunities 


GO-MEX: June 11th to 26th. A witnessing 
crusade using literature, music and drama. Those 
with building skills can join a church building 
team! And you can stay for the next event... 


THE JOSIAH AND BETHANY 
CHILDREN’S HOME OPENING with 
MELODY GREEN. June 25th. Join us along 
with Melody and her children as we open this 
much needed facility just south of the Texas 
border in Reynosa, Mexico. Contact Calvary 
Commission for details. 


URBAN MISSIONS INSTITUTE: September 
10th, 1988 to May 10th, 1989. Training for street 
and prison ministry, and inter-cultural com- 
munication. Various studies and on-the-job 
training. In Lindale, Texas. Nine months. 


INTERNATIONAL MISSION INSTITUTE: 
September 3rd, 1988 to May 13th, 1989. Daily 
Bible and Spanish classes, as well as frequent 
outreach training and experience. For those 
desiring to be involved in foreign missions. In 
Reynosa, Mexico. 


CHRISTMAS MEXICO OUTREACH: 
December 17th to 22nd, 1988. Plan now to 
attend. A powerful time of evangelism and 
meeting the needs of the poor in Mexico. Take 
your kids for an unforgettable Christmas! 


Write for information on the Hope Seminar 
Video or our other Ministry Opportunities. We 
can help you contact groups already involved 
in prison ministry in your area. Calvary 
Commission, P.O. Box 100, Lindale, Tx. 
75771 or call: (214) 882-5501. 


The Last Days team helps minister to the chil- 
dren at the 1987 Christmas Mexico Outreach. 


by Melody Green 


icture this situation. You’re out to 
breakfast with friends and the 

waitress brings your eggs. You take a 
bite and frown as your eyes drift across 
the table looking for a small container 
with holes in the top. Maybe the container 
is round or square or shaped like a little 
duck — but whatever, it’s out of reach. 
Being an avid Bible scholar, Job’s des- 
perate plea immediately pops into your 
mind. “Can that which is unsavory be 
eaten without salt? Or is there any taste 
in the white of an egg?” As the con- 
versation intensifies, you realize your 
eggs are not only tasteless, they’re getting 
cold. So you catch someone’s eye and 
interrupt saying, “Excuse me. Uh, excuse 
me please... but would you please pass 
the salt?” 

We’ ve all experienced the blessings of 
salt — on our eggs, our french fries, and in 
our chicken soup. Salt has come to the 
rescue all our lives — saving the bland, the 
tasteless or the just plain inedible. We 
usually think of it as seasoning, but that’s 
not all it does. 


Salt Of The Earth 


In Matthew 5:13 Jesus told His dis- 
ciples, “You are the salt of the earth; but 
if the salt has become tasteless, how will it 
be made salty again? It is good for 
nothing anymore, except to be thrown out 
and trampled under foot by men.” In 
those few words, Jesus tells us something 
about the function of His Church and the 
responsibility of those individuals who 
make it up. 

As disciples we’re the salt of the earth. 
We won’t become salt, but according to 
Jesus it’s the Christian state of being. 
When we became Christians, God had 
more in mind for us than just getting us 
saved. He wanted us to influence others — 
the whole earth — towards Him. He didn’t 
say we were the salt of our church or our 
Sunday School. We’re the salt of the earth 
— nobody salts their salt! To understand 
what it means to be salt, we need to know 


what sait is like, where it comes from, and 
what it does. 


Why Salt? 


Why did God call us salt? When He 
created smells He gave us about 14,000 
different ones. But when He created 
tastes, He only made four: bitter, sweet, 
sour and salty. All flavors come from 
these four tastes. God didn’t tell us we 
were the bitter, the sweet, or the sour of 
the earth. He called us salt on purpose. It 
wasn’t an arbitrary choice. That means we 
need to pay close attention to the 
attributes and characteristics of salt. 

Unlike diamonds or precious metals 
which are buried underground, salt is a 
very common substance. Tons of salt can 
be found in places like the Dead Sea and 
the Great Salt Lake. We get salt when salt 
water evaporates. In some places of the 
world, bulldozers heap up mountains of 
salt — more than anyone could use at once. 
When we say pass the salt we care more 
about what it does, than what it’s made of. 
We just know our eggs need help. But if 
we were to be exact we’d say, “Pass the 
sodium chloride please!” 


Sodium Chloride 


Common table salt is made up of two 
chemical elements that are very reactive 
and dangerous — sodium and chlorine. 
Sodium is a silvery white metal the 
consistency of hard cheese. If you drop a 
small chunk in water, the reaction creates 
hydrogen gas which is highly explosive. 
Chlorine is a greenish gas with a choking 
smell. Enter a room full and you’ll be 
dead in seconds. So in salt, two dangerous 
opposites unite to make something good. 
When they combine, they even get a new 
name. God shows us His love by linking 
us to Him. Talk about opposites! By the 
way, salt crystals are shaped in perfect 
cubes. I won’t speculate about why God 
named us after little squares — but He’s 
got an interesting sense of humor! 
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Church Containers 


Now this is where the church comes 
in. Each church is like a container of salt. 
The containers are different — small, large, 
fancy, or plain — but each is full of differ- 
ent amounts of salt. I have a large jar of 
salt stored in my pantry, but there’s a salt 
shaker on my table for everyday use. 

Now bear with me while I ask a 
simple question: How do I salt my eggs? 
Do I move the salt shaker closer to them? 
Should I sit the salt shaker on top of them? 
Obviously, I need to shake some salt onto 
my eggs because salt only works by direct 
contact. This is important. God called us 
salt because He wants us to be in direct 
contact with things that need salting. 

A church container without holes is 
not a salt shaker — it’s a storage jar. Per- 
haps we need to punch more holes in the 
tops of our churches and let Jesus shake 
us loose. Maybe this is part of the shaking 
God is allowing us to experience. He 
knows if we settle in and clump together 
we’ll be useless. It’s easy to get com- 
fortable in our own little “Christian Club” 
and forget about being in direct contact 
with the world we’re called to reach. 

I want to clarify something here. It’s 
important for every Christian to have a 
relationship with his local church and with 
his pastor. We all need structures of 
accountability. Our local church is where 
we’re nurtured, challenged, taught, cor- 
rected, and encouraged. The church is 
where we grow and find fellowship. But 
“going to church” is a means to an end — 
not an end in itself. Our vision must be 
much bigger. Our church should be our 
launching pad for winning the world for 
Jesus. It should be our home base — not 
our retirement village! Until the sheep, 
and the shepherds, understand this, we 
won’t be able to rise to the occasion of 
God’s call for this generation. 


Salt Must Be Broken 


When a clump of salt. blocks the holes 
of your salt shaker, you break it up so it 
can be shaken out and used. We can’t be 
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used in rock form either. Often God lets us 
go through a breaking process so we can 
be used — a few grains at a time. Jesus was 
broken for us and we remember His bro- 
kenness when we take Communion. 
Wheat must be broken before bread can 
be made, and we must be broken before 
we can minister to a broken world. If we 
aren’t broken we’re probably creating a 
log jam in God’s will somewhere. But 
God in His faithfulness wants us to flow 
freely as the salt of the earth. 

Getting broken is never fun. Some- 
times in the process we feel like we’re 
being crushed. But here’s an encouraging 
word. If you grind salt down to powder 
and put it under a microscope it will still 
be shaped in little square crystals — no 
matter how fine the powder gets. So even 
when we’re broken we can be assured we 
won’t lose our uniqueness or the distin- 
ctive mark of Jesus. In fact the smaller we 
get, the bigger He can be! 


The Salt Balance 


The salt balance in our bodies is 
delicate. If we have too much our body 
holds extra fluid resulting in swelling. 
This puts stress on every organ, especially 
the heart because it has to pump the extra 
fluid. This may cause heart problems 
resulting in the need for a “salt free” diet — 
which is not totally salt free because 
without enough salt, our body won’t retain 
enough water. Then our blood pressure 
drops, we go into shock, and you guessed 
it, we die. So too little is as bad as too 
much. We can’t live without salt, but a 
perfect balance is needed. 

As the salt of the earth, we must be in 
the right place, at the right time, with the 
right amount. We all know too much salt 
ruins a good meal. Has the lid of your salt 
shaker ever fallen off leaving a mountain 
of salt in your soup? It’s the end of your 
soup unless you’re cooking for 500! Then 
you may need to add more. We need the 
right amount of salt to suit the occasion — 
a pinch for personal ministry, a cup for 
bigger projects. It’s not a value judge- 
ment, but rather discerning just how much 


Salt must be broken before it can be used. 


impact is needed to adequately salt the 
situation. 

It only takes one person to share the 
Lord with someone or counsel a fellow 
struggler. If twenty people all tried at once 
it would be overwhelming — even 
damaging. But for a big march to City 
Hall you’d want as many salty friends as 
possible. Just being salt or thinking salty 
thoughts won’t season anything. In big 
projects as well as small, we need to make 
direct contact! 


What Does Salt Do? 


SEASONS: Salt enhances what’s good 
about our food and makes something 
acceptable that might not have been other- 
wise. As Christians, we’re especially gift- 
ed with the privilege of being able to bring 
out the best in people and things. What a 
blessing to look for things that glorify the 
Lord — and affirm them in a way that en- 
courages them to grow. If we’re salty, the 
way we live and the things we say should 
make others thirsty for the reality of God 
they see in our lives. 


Salt is the only common compound 
that dissolves easily in both hot and cold 
water. Jesus equipped us to minister to 
people who are hot or cold for God. And 
Jesus sets the example. One night He was 
reclining at the dinner table with a wide 
range of people — tax gatherers known for 
malpractice and extortion, sinners, and 
His disciples. The Pharisees questioned 
His ministry techniques, but He said, “/t 
is not those who are healthy who need a 
physician, but those who are sick... I 
desire compassion, and not sacrifice, for I 
did not come to call the righteous, but 
sinners.” (Matt. 9:12,13) Jesus loved the 
lost and the found — but He didn’t get the 
two confused. 


HEALS: When I was a kid I had very 
bony knees and they were always skinned. 
This often resulted in blood poisoning. 
Since I grew up at the beach, the best 
thing I could do was go swimming. The 
salt water drew out the poison, cleansed 
the wound, and helped it heal. Some of 
you gargle with salt water when your 
throat is sore, or sit in a hot bath sprinkled 
with Epsom salts for aches and pains. 
There’s something very soothing about 
salty water. 

On the other hand, salt can sting. 
When we get sick and go to the doctor, 
pain is often part of the healing process. In 
order to be healed, a sin-sick person must 
experience the sting of truth. Someone 
once said, “The truth will set you free... 
but first it will make you miserable!” I’m 
sure we can all testify to the pain of real- 
izing our own sins. Sometimes we feel 
worse before we feel better. But better we 
will be, as we walk in the reality of who 
we are, and who God is. Only then can we 
be healed. 

Salt can also revive those who’ve 
fainted from their stressful journey in life. 
We need to pass some smelling salts 
under their nose and bring them back to 
consciousness! God wants us to wake up 
those lost in sin and revive His wounded 
warriors. Not by pouring salt in their open 
wounds, but by speaking the truth in a 
way that brings healing and hope. 
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PURIFIES: Salt is a purifying agent. 
God told Elisha to take a jar of salt to a 
poisoned spring of water and throw some 
in. Then Elisha said, “Thus says the Lord, 
‘I have purified these waters; there shall 
not be from there death or unfruitfulness 
any longer.’” (2 Kings 2:21) When God 
used salt to purify the waters of Jericho it 
was a miracle — just like when He uses us. 

Just as Elisha didn’t throw his jar into 
the poisoned waters, we obviously can’t 
throw buildings at the world’s problems. 
Like Elisha, we must sprinkle out some 
salt. We have buildings we call “the 
church” that may be beautiful, but they’re 
only containers for what’s really valuable. 
We all know it’s not the buildings, but the 
believer who is the temple of the Holy 
Spirit. Beautiful churches are fine, but it’s 
what’s inside that counts. 

God could have told Elisha to walk 
around town throwing salt down every- 
one’s well, but He sent him to the root of 
the problem — the poisoned spring. God 
wants to send us to the root of many 
problems — and use us to purify the poi- 
soned areas of society. These “poisoned 
springs” need to be purified so there won’t 
be “death or unfruitfulness any longer.” 


PRESERVES: Before refrigeration, salt 
was used as a preservative. It was rubbed 
into meat to keep it from spoiling — or 
being corrupted with bacteria. Our Chris- 
tian influence works in a similar way by 
restraining the corruption of the world — 
which if left unchecked, multiplies as 
quickly as bacteria on a hunk of meat. 


When Jesus called us “the salt of the 
earth” He made a strong judgement about 
the state of society — and a lofty claim 
about what His disciples can do about it. 
You don’t salt something that’s alive. You 
salt something that’s dead to keep it from 
rotting. Jesus is saying that society, with- 
out His influence, is a carcass that’s rot- 
ting away and disintegrating. We’ll 
quickly say amen to that, but what about 
this: as His disciples we’re to be rubbed 
into that rotting mass to season it, delay 
decomposition, and save it from falling to 
pieces under its own wickedness. My kids 
would say that sounds yukky. Sadly, most 
of us would too. 

May I suggest that the reason we have 
so many problems in critical areas of 
society is because Christians have aban- 
doned them and lost direct contact. We’ve 
retreated in fear of being “infected” 
instead of obeying God and doing our part 
to restrain the corruption. When God calls 
us anywhere we must operate with inte- 
grity, purity, honesty, and fairness. We’re 
salt not only because we’re bearers of 
truth, but because of the godly influence 
of our conduct and character. 

We should conduct ourselves in a way 
that makes evil ashamed to show itself 
before us. Every person making right 
choices helps swing public opinion 
towards what is right — and every person 
who lowers God’s standard in his own 
life, helps lower it in his community. Let’s 
be uncompromising examples — helping 
preserve our area of influence with godly 
principles. “When the righteous become 


great the people rejoice, but when a wick- 
ed man rules, people groan.” (Prov. 29:2) 


The Enemy’s Tactics 


For years, the enemy has had a very 
simple and effective strategy. He’s told 
Christians, “You can do anything you 
want, as long as you stay in the church.” 
That conveniently leaves the rest of the 
world to him. Also, in recent years, some 
areas of society have come to be consider- 
ed “off limits” for Christians. Somewhere 
along the way we’ve come to believe that 
our involvement will tempt us beyond our 
ability to stick with God — or His ability to 
keep us. 

The following are some critical areas 
of society in advanced stages of decay: 
Education, Business, Government, Arts 
and Media, Science, and the Family. 
These areas play a major part in influenc- 
ing the thoughts and attitudes of society — 
which is exactly why the devil wants them 
for himself. The enemy, and those playing 
into his hands, have made some of us 
afraid to serve God in some of these areas 
— fearing that if we have anything to do 
with them we’ll almost automatically fall 
prey to greed, power, lust, secular human- 
ism, pride, or immorality. Obviously, 
those temptations are real, but we’ll face 
them, and more, no matter where we are. 

Life on earth is a battle against the 
world, the flesh, and the devil. Even being 
in Christian service, or the ministry, is no 
guarantee against falling into sin. The 


only thing keeping us is our relationship 


with God. God is faithful and “will not 
allow you to be tempted beyond what you 
are able, but with the temptation will 
provide the way of escape also, that you 
may be able to endure it.” (I Cor. 10:13) 
Being in God’s will, and seeking Him 
continually will give us the strength to 
obey Him — and to flee temptation by the 
way of escape He always provides. 

We must fear the Lord — but resist the 
enemy. That means we must resist the 
enemy’s fear, as well. God has given us 
gifts to use for His glory and the good of 
mankind. Living in ungodly fear may 
cause us to make wrong choices which 
will deeply affect, and often alter, our 
dreams, our goals, our ministry, and may- 
be even our destiny. 


A Little Is A Lot 


We see in Biblical history how over 
and over again, God used one choice grain 
of Holy Salt to make a difference. Esther 
preserved a whole nation of people 
through her obedience to God and team- 
work with Mordecai. Moses stood in the 
gap and interceded for God’s rebellious 
children and God didn’t destroy them. 
And the lives of 276 people on a ship were 
spared because of one of God’s obedient 
servants, our brother Paul. 

The world around us is in desperate 
need because their answers aren’t work- 
ing. But God has an answer for every 
possible situation. And His answers work! 
Admittedly, there are some whose hearts 
are so hard they’d reject anything having 


“.. but if the salt has become tasteless, how will it be made salty again? It is good for| nothing anymore, except to be thrown out and trampled under foot by men.” Matt. 5:13 
28 29 


to do with godly principles. Pharaoh is a 
prime example. However, most people 
will respond to God’s wisdom when it’s 
presented in a way they can receive and 
understand. 

We have many opportunities to bring 
God’s truth into every level of society — 
even a few grains make a difference. A 
little salt makes a whole glass of water 
salty. We’re told a large measure of faith 
is as big as a mustard seed. And let’s not 
forget the widow’s mite. What we have to 
give may not look like a lot to us, but only 
God can measure the eternal significance 
of our obedience. A little can mean a lot in 
God’s kingdom. 


Salty Ambassadors 


To be the salt of the earth we must 
first view ourselves as representatives of 
the Lord wherever we are. We’re told in 
2 Corinthians 5:20 that we are Ambassa- 
dors For Christ. Ambassadors are sent to 
foreign nations and have the authority to 
represent the interests of their govern- 
ment, or king, to that foreign land. They 
do not change citizenship while they’re 
there, but remain citizens of the nation 
that sent them. Their presence in that 
country creates a greater understanding 
between the two nations. As we represent 
God’s principles and character in all areas 
of society, we need to stay loyal to the 
One who sent us. If we don’t, we lose our 
authority. Many of us who call ourselves 
Christians are more influenced by the 
world than it is by us. We need to stay red 
hot for God as we attempt to change a 
world that’s frozen in sin. If we don’t heat 
up the world, it will cool us down, and the 
enemy will continue to gain ground in 
dangerous proportions. 


That's Salt! 


So how do we go about being salt? 
Fifty years ago people were ashamed if 
anyone found out they were sleeping with 
their boyfriend or girlfriend. Today people 
are ashamed to admit they’re virgins. 
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Adultery was not generally acceptable and 
neither was using drugs, heavy drinking, 
cheating on your taxes, pornography, 
abortion, or teenage rebellion. We’re salt 
when we take a stand for what’s right. 
Imagine the star quarterback telling his 
teammates he’s saving himself for 
marriage. That kind of locker room talk 
blesses God! Believers everywhere 
should be speaking out and saying things 
like, “I’m not going to lie to my mom or 
my boss or the bill collector. I think abor- 
tion is wrong. I don’t take drugs. I won’t 
cheat my employees or my employer. I’m 
faithful to my spouse. I don’t lord it over 
my children. I'll practice godly principles 
no matter what everyone else does.” 

The first young woman Keith and I 
took into our home was pressured to lie to 
the IRS about her weekly amount of tips. 
Her employer said if she told the truth the 
other waitresses would look like liars — 
which of course, they were! He said he’d 
fire her if she persisted. As a single mom, 
Cindy needed her job, but she knew what 
she’d lose by cheating far outweighed her 
job loss. 

We’re often in situations that test our 
saltiness. Salty Christians won’t com- 
promise under pressure. They won’t be 
silent when God wants them to speak, or 
take actions they know are contrary to His 
principles. And like Esther, they’ll take 
risks and make bold moves — even in un- 
charted waters — when God asks them to. 


Losing Our Saltiness 


In the Middle East, salt is stored in 
buildings with dirt floors. The salt on the 
bottom loses its taste if it’s on the ground 
too long. Once this happens there’s no 
way to fix it. Then “salt” like this is 
thrown into the streets as gravel to fill 
cracks — and so it’s trampled under the 
feet of men, not to mention the feet of 
camels, goats, and dogs. 

Saltless Christians are easy prey. They 
not only give the enemy access to their 
own lives, but to the areas of influence 
God gave them to faithfully steward. This 
means the principles God gave them to 
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uphold within their families, jobs, and 
communities are left unprotected. The 
Bible says, “Like vinegar to the teeth and 
smoke to the eyes, so is the lazy one to 
those who send him.” God Himself has 
sent us forth with a message for the world. 
If we’re too lazy to deliver it we’re not 
only tasteless, we’ve become a source of 
irritation and grief to the Lord. 

Jesus makes it clear that it’s possible 
for Christians to lose all that makes them 
different from those they’re trying to 
make better. Believers everywhere labor 
to stay unspotted from the world — but 
there are some whose faith has next to no 
influence on their general conduct. It 
doesn’t even keep them from corruption, 
let alone make them a purifying influence. 
In this case, Jesus’ words are very severe, 
“... if the salt has become tasteless, how 
will it be made salty again? It is good for 
nothing anymore, except to be thrown out 
and trampled under foot by men.” It’s 
totally worthless for God and man. Jesus 
gets even more graphic about the fate of 
tasteless salt when He says, “Jt is useless 
cither for the soil or for the manure pile; 
it is thrown out. He who has ears to hear, 
let him hear.” (Lk. 14:35) Being useless 
for the manure pile is about as useless as 
you can get. 

Once actual salt loses its flavor it’s 
zone forever. But what about us? If we’re 
meant to salt the world, yet we ourselves 
need to be salted, is there any hope? If 
you've lost your savor — and that’s a 
question only you can answer — it’s a very 
serious situation. Knives that won’t cut, 
or lamps that won’t light are failing — no 
matter how good they may look. It’s a 
heavy thing to be failing your mission for 
God. If you are, carefully examine your 
relationship with the Lord and see where 
you’re falling short — then take the steps 
necessary to make it right. 

I don’t think Jesus intended His meta- 
phor about salt to imply that Christians 
can’t regain their flavor. If you’ve gone 
flat, there’s nothing to keep you from 
going to God in honesty, humility, and 
repentance. In fact, returning to the Source 
is your only hope. It’s staying close to 


Jesus, especially in prayer and the Word, 
that keeps us salty and out from under the 
feet of men. 


Out Of The Shaker 


All around us things are decaying — 
from individual lives to areas of society to 
whole nations. It’s time for us to get out of 
our shakers and tell the enemy to shove 
off! The Lord wants to use us to serve in 
new ways — for His glory and for the good 
of the world. I’m not talking about 
creating some kind of utopia where we 
have a perfect society. That will only 
happen when Jesus returns and sets up His 
government. Only then will every tongue 
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord. But as 
we anxiously await His return, let’s con- 
duct our lives in obedience to His Word. 

God is doing new things in our midst — 
things that may not look like what He’s 
done in the past. But we need to be a part 
of this move of God even though it may 
not look like we expect it to. Let’s pray 
we don’t miss it, or worse, mock it in 
unbelief. It’s no accident we’re alive at 
this time in history. Our generation has a 
unique destiny to fulfill. We have a win- 
dow of opportunity before us — a period of 
time to get God’s heart or miss His 
purposes. I think the Lord is tired of 
seeing His people play it safe. Many of us 
have been tucked away in church for the 
past 10 to 15 years — growing, getting 
grounded in the Word, and letting God 
build our character. We must continue in 
those things, but it’s time to put it all to 
practical use. 

God is raising up a generation of new 
leaders and just as Joshua carried on after 
Moses, God wants to pass the baton on to 
us. Our sacrificial service to the Lord is 
what will bring us up to speed, when like 
relay runners, we reach for the baton. As 
the salt of the earth we must purify, heal, 
preserve, and season. Let’s rise to the 
occasion and do it with all our heart. 
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Here Am I, Send Me_ 
by Keith Green & Wendell Burton 


Oh Lord there’s just so much to be done 
(h Lord so many souls to be won 
Lord this world is fallin’ apart 
Crying for love from a broken heart — 
Oh, here am I, send me 

Though there’s really not much that I can do | 
What I have seems so small 

But I wanna give it all to You 


Oh Lord, You said the harvest was great 
But Lord looks like the workers are late 
it’s getting hard to understand 
How they ignore Your great command 

. But here am I, send me 
Though You said the ones who labor are few 
Still my heart hears the call 
And I wanna give it all to You 


Ob just to reach the ones nobody does 
Give up my pride and even work in the mud 
I wanna be like those who spilled their blood 

And gave it like water to You 


Here am I, send me 
Though there’s really not that 
much I can do 
What I have seems so small 


“Here Am I; Send Me” is one of Keith 
Green’s previously unreleased songs —on 
the new release from Sparrow, ‘The 
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